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In Brief

MARINE CARGO - IMPORT MOVEMENTS

1. This memorandum has been revised to reflect current carrier and cargo policies and reporting procedures, including
Advance Commercial Information (ACI) program requirements. It has been revised to update the contact information at the
Canada Border Services Agency (CBSA).

2. Information related to the ACI program has been incorporated into this memorandum as well as in D3-1-1, Policy
Respecting the Importation and Transportation of Goods; D3-2-1, International Air Traffic; D3-2-2, Air Cargo — Import
Movements and D3-5-1, Vessels in International Service.

3. Procedures and guidelines regarding loading or discharge of cargo at non-CBSA port have been moved from D3-5-2
to D3-5-1.

4. ACI data elements have been added to Appendix B of this memorandum.
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GUIDELINES AND
GENERAL INFORMATION

1. Itisthe responsibility of the Carrier and Cargo
Programs, Commercial Border Policy Division, Border and
Compliance Programs Directorate, Admissibility Branch of
the Canada Border Services Agency (CBSA) to provide
national policies and procedures relative to the reporting to
CBSA of commercial cargo.

First Port of Arrival

2. The first port of arrival (FPOA) is the first port in
Canada that the vessel stops at for any of the following
activities; crew activities, cargo activities, bunkering or
seaway inspections.
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3. For Great Lake traffic, the CBSA has deemed two ports
in and out of the Great lakes as the FPOA whether the
vessel stops there or not: Montréal and Port Colborne.

4. For vessels travelling into and through Canada from off
shore and up bound, Montréal will be the FPOA, unless the
vessel stops somewhere else in Canada first. The captain
must be prepared to stop for examination if required.

5. For vessels travelling with U.S. loaded cargo, from the
Great Lakes and will be passing through the Welland Canal,
Port Colborne will be the FPOA unless the vessel stopped
somewhere else in Canada first. The captain must be
prepared to stop for examination if required.

6. The FPOA must be transmitted on all conveyance
reports. For more information on conveyance reports, please
refer to D3-5-1, Commercial vessels in international
service.

Emergency Stops

7. Emergency stops are defined as stops for medical,
weather, mechanical difficulties or security threats.

8. If these stops exceed 8 hours, carriers will be required
to advise by telephone with the updated information the
National Risk Assessment Centre at 1-613-948-3939 for
foreign callers or 1-800-523-5072 for North America
callers. Cargo data must be updated electronically as soon
as known to reflect the new first port of arrival and its
Estimated Date and Time of Arrival (EDTA).

Transmission of Advance Commercial Information
(ACI) - Cargo

9. The CBSA requires, under the ACI program, that all
marine carriers transmit electronic cargo and supplementary
reports using the Electronic Data Interchange (EDI) within
the ACI timeframes to the FPOA. This applies to all vessels
carrying commercial goods that are loaded in a country
other than Canada and that arrive at a port in Canada. The
requirement applies to all import, in-transit, and Freight
Remaining On Board (FROB) shipments. ACI exemptions
are listed in paragraph 65 of this memorandum. For
conveyance reporting and ACI requirements, please refer to
D3-5-1, Vessels in International Service. For further
information on the ACI cargo data elements, please consult
the Reporting of Imported Goods Regulations, Schedule 2,
Part 1 or the Appendix B of this memorandum.

Note: Procedures on becoming an EDI client are available
on the E-Commerce section of the CBSA Web site and in
the D3-1-1, Policy Respecting the Importation and



Transportation of Goods. For more information on the EDI
Cargo System Application form, please refer to
Memorandum D3-1-1.

Prime Cargo Report Requirements (SO83)

10. The marine cargo report (SO83) must be transmitted to
the CBSA by the carrier that is responsible for the
movement of the cargo, or a service provider authorized by
that carrier to transmit on their behalf, within the prescribed
timeframes as outlined in paragraph 17 to 20. A marine
cargo report is mandatory for all non-exempt import, in-
transit, or FROB cargo. A complete list of the information
that a marine carrier must include in the marine cargo report
can be found in the ACI Marine Client Document.

Supplementary Report Requirements (SO687)

11. The marine carrier must be satisfied that the freight
forwarder will provide detailed data in a supplementary
cargo report within the required timeframes. If a freight
forwarder will be transmitting the supplementary cargo
report to the CBSA, the carrier must provide the freight
forwarder with the marine cargo control number.

12. The marine carrier cargo control number (CCN) must
appear on all related supplementary reports to link them to
the corresponding prime cargo report. It is also the
responsibility of the marine carrier to indicate on their
electronic cargo report that a supplementary report is
applicable.

13. The freight forwarder or the carrier who is transmitting
the supplementary cargo report(s) will assign the
supplementary report number(s) (SRN).

14. The estimated date and time of loading must also
appear on all supplementary reports. All times must be
shown as eastern standard time (EST).

15. Where the carrier is not satisfied of the conditions set
out in paragraph 11 of this memorandum, the carrier must
obtain the details of the shipment, e.g. actual shipper,
ultimate consignee, full description of the goods, etc., from
the freight forwarder. For further information on procedures
regarding this requirement and for the complete list of
mandatory data elements to submit in the supplemental
report, please refer to the ACI Marine Client Document.

16. A Supplementary Cargo Report (SO 687) is mandatory
for all import, in-transit, and non-US loaded FROB cargo.
U.S. loaded FROB shipments and FROB shipments
destined to the US will require supplementary cargo reports
(SCRs) in a future phase of ACI.

ACI Transmission Timeframes

17. Timeframes for transmission of the cargo and
supplementary reports is based on the type of cargo.
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Cargo loaded in a country other than the United States
and Puerto Rico

18. ACI for containerized and non-exempted break bulk
must be transmitted at least 24 hours prior to loading of the
goods on board the vessel at the foreign port.

19. ACI for bulk and exempted break bulk must be
transmitted at least 24 hours prior to the arrival of the vessel
at the first Canadian port. If the length of the voyage is less
than 24 hours, the ACI must be transmitted at the time of
departure from the foreign port.

Cargo loaded in the United Stated and Puerto Rico

20. ACI for all cargo, regardless of type, must be
transmitted electronically at least 24 hours prior to arrival of
the vessel at the first Canadian port. If the length of the
voyage to Canada is less than 24 hours, the cargo data must
be transmitted at the time of the vessel’s departure from the
u.s.

Empty containers

21. ACI for all empty containers loaded in a country other
than the United States and Puerto Rico must be transmitted
electronically on an empty cargo report 96 hours prior to
arrival at the first Canadian port.

22. If the voyage to Canada is less than 96 hours, then the
empty cargo report must be transmitted electronically at
time of departure from the foreign port.

23. ACI for all empty containers loaded in the United
States and Puerto Rico must be transmitted electronically on
an empty cargo report at least 4 hours before the arrival of
the vessel at the first Canadian port.

24. If the length of the voyage is less than 4 hours, the
empty cargo report must be electronically transmitted at the
time of departure.

In-transit cargo

25. In-transit cargo reports must be transmistted within the
timeframes specified in paragraph 17 to 20 of this
memorandum. The marine manifest type field in the
electronic cargo report must be coded as type 23, to indicate
that the shipment is in transit through Canada. For more
information on transmission requirements for in-transit
cargo, please refer to the ACI Marine Client Document.

Freight Remaining on Board (FROB)

26. All goods loaded in a country other than the United
States, that are FROB in Canada while in-transit to a third
country (including the United States), must comply with the
requirement to provide cargo information within the
timeframes specified in paragraph 17 to 20 of this
memorandum depending on where the cargo is arriving
from. The marine manifest type field in the electronic cargo

August 13, 2008



report must be coded as type 26, to indicate that the
shipment is a FROB shipment. For more information on
transmission requirements for FROB cargo, please refer to
the ACI Marine Client Document.

ACI Transmission Process

27. If a cargo report must be transmitted prior to loading,
the Estimated Date/Time of loading (EDTL) must be
indicated on the cargo report. The transmission time must
be at least 24 hours prior to the EDTL.

28. The CBSA have until the EDTL to review the
submitted cargo reports and their supplementary reports. If
the carrier or freight forwarder does not receive a ‘Do not
load’ message, the cargo may be loaded at or after the
EDTL.

29. Ifa ‘Do not load’ message is received, the goods do not
have authorization to be loaded on the vessel. The carrier
must retransmit the cargo report with the required
information and may not load the cargo until they have
received an electronic message from the CBSA indicating
that the "Do not load’ has been removed by the CBSA.

30. Atany point while a vessel is traveling to Canada, a
‘Hold’” message may be issued. This means that the cargo
cannot be removed from the dock when the vessel arrives in
Canada until an electronic message indicating that the
‘Hold’ has been removed by the CBSA and/or any other
local agreements have been honoured.

31. As long as the cargo report has not been acquitted, the
information requested by the CBSA in the ‘Hold’ message
must be sent electronically. The CBSA will not accept faxes
from brokers, carriers, freight forwarders or their agents.

32. If there is a “Hold’ on a cargo that has been acquitted,
the hold supersedes the release and the cargo cannot be
removed from the dock until the ‘Hold” is removed by the
CBSA. Because the cargo has been acquitted, the CBSA
system will not accept electronic changes and only in that
case a paper change sent by fax to the local CBSA office
will be accepted.

33. Carriers may unload their cargo before the ETA, once
the vessel clearance has been provided by the CBSA (see
Memorandum D3-5-1), as long as it is within 8 hours of the
ETA. The cargo must remain on the dock until the ETA, for
possible examination, as a ‘Hold’ message may still be
issued up until the ETA or for as long as the goods remain
within the terminals control.

34. Itis the responsibility of the carrier to verify their
system for ‘Hold’ messages. The local CBSA office should
not be called to ascertain the status of a ‘Hold’.

35. In extreme cases a ‘Do not unload” message may be
issued. If a ‘Do not unload’ message is received, the cargo
cannot be discharged from the vessel until the ‘Do not
unload’ is removed by the CBSA.
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Consortium and Co-load

36. When a vessel carries cargo for more than one carrier
under either consortium or co-load arrangements, the
conveyance report and its cargo reports must be transmitted
as outlined below:

(a) The carrier or the agent acting for the owner of the
vessel must transmit an ACI conveyance report. The
conveyance report number must have a “C” after the
carrier code to identify the consortium arrangement.
The carrier codes of the consortium carriers responsible
for the cargo must be transmitted in the appropriate
data element field; and,

(b) The master carrier establishes the Conveyance
Report Number (CRN). The CRN links all cargo
reports to the vessel on which the cargo is to arrive.
Therefore, the CRN must be reported on all cargo
reports of each consortium partner. The master carrier
must assign and communicate the CRN to all
consortium partners well in advance of the first load
port in order that all carriers in the consortium
partnership can transmit their cargo reports 24-hours
prior to loading.

Non-resident Importer

37. For shipments being delivered to Canada where the
ultimate consignee is a non-resident importer, the foreign
name and address of the ultimate consignee will be accepted
in the consignee name and address fields in the electronic
cargo report.

38. The Canadian party to whom the cargo is being
delivered must be provided in the delivery party name and
address fields. The delivery party name and address may be
a warehouse, rail yard, etc., if that is where the carrier’s
contract of carriage ends.

Moving Company and Personal Effects

39. When personal effects are being imported into Canada
the ultimate consignee is required. The name of the moving
company could be provided in the Notify Party field.

Rejection Messages

40. If a cargo, supplementary or empty cargo report is
electronically rejected, a rejection message will be
transmitted electronically to the client.

41. ltis the responsibility of the client to send in an
amended electronic report correcting the error as indicated
in the rejection message.

42. The rejected report will be considered by the CBSA as
non-transmission of the cargo report until the identified
errors have been addressed and the report is in accepted
status by CBSA system.
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43. Any enquiries or documentation requests should be
directed to:

Electronic Commerce Unit
Canada Border Services Agency
250 Tremblay Road, 6th floor
Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0L8

Telephone:

1-888-957-7224 calls within Canada and the U.S.
1-613-946-0762 for overseas callers between 8 a.m.
and 5 p.m. (E.S.T.)

1-613-946-0763 for overseas callers between 5 p.m.
and 8am. (E.S.T.)

Exempted Break-bulk

44, Break-bulk cargo is defined as cargo that is not
containerized and that cannot be classified as “bulk” cargo
under the above definition, but which is otherwise packaged
and bundled.

45, Clients could apply for an exemption to the 24-hour
ACI reporting rule for break-bulk cargo.

46. Requests for such exemption should be forwarded to:

Manager

Canada Border Services Agency
Enforcement Branch

Contraband Programs

191 Laurier Avenue West, 13th floor
Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0L8

47. The information to be provided in the request for
exemption includes:

(a) The name and address of the marine carrier and the
carrier code

(b) The source and list of the goods;

(c) The ports of departure of the vessels;

(d) A list of all the ports of call of the vessels;

(e) The means of packaging or bundling of the goods;
(f) The number of the vessels;

(g) Name of the vessels;

(h) The International Maritime Organization number
(IMO) assigned to the vessels; and

(i) The names and addresses of the shippers, importers
and Business Number if applicable (identify any who
are members of Partners in Protection).

48. Carriers, who have applied to U.S. CBP for a break-
bulk exemption for the same goods, should also provide a
copy of U.S. CBP’s exemption with their request.
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Tugs and Barges

49. ACI requirements may apply to tugs and barges and
reports need to be transmitted within the timeframes
outlined in paragraph 17 to 20 of this memorandum. The
same voyage/trip number must be transmitted in the
applicable fields on all reports associated with all tugs,
barges and cargo that are involved in the following
scenarios. The various scenarios are explained in the
following paragraphs.

50. A tug pulling one or more barges with cargo: Cargo
reports must be transmitted for the cargo on each barge,
referencing the corresponding conveyance report number.

51. A tug pulling one or more barges without cargo: If
there is no cargo on any of the barges being pulled by the
tug, there is no requirement for ACI cargo reports.

52. A tug pulling a mix of barges with cargo, and barges
without cargo: Cargo reports must be transmitted
electronically for the cargo on each barge, referencing the
corresponding conveyance report number in the applicable
field. No cargo reports are required for the empty barge(s).

53. Self propelled barges: Cargo reports must be
transmitted for the cargo on each barge, referencing the
corresponding conveyance report number.

54. A tug carrying goods that are not on a barge: Cargo
reports must be transmitted for the cargo, referencing the
conveyance reference number of the tug.

55. An in ballast (empty) tug that is not pulling barges:
There is no requirement for ACI cargo report.

Ferries

56. All vessels, scows, barges and similar craft whether
self-propelled or towed, used solely or principally for the
transportation of vehicles and passengers across
international waters shall be classified as ferries.

57. Ferries are considered as an extension de the highway
mode therefore, any goods or cargo transported on a ferry
are considered to be an extension of the highway mode. For
reporting requirements on the highway mode, please refer to
the D3-4-2, Highway Cargo — Import Movements.

58. Passengers and goods embarking onto or disembarking
from a ferry are subject to normal reporting requirements.
For more information on the normal reporting requirements,
please refer to D2 series, International Travel.

59. Cargo handled solely by the ferry company is to be
reported on form A8A showing the ferry company as the
carrier. No reference needs to be made to the goods on the
A6 form, which must be submitted to the CBSA for report
of the conveyance (ferry) only. This type of operation will
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follow the same procedures as any other class of
commercial operation. If the ferry company does not hold a
marine carrier code, the code to be used shall be 9ITN.

60. Railway car ferries operating internationally may report
inward on form A1, Train Report Inward, in lieu of

form A6 when the goods carried in each car are reported on
separate cargo control documents. For more information on
Rail reporting, please refer to D3-6-6, Rail Cargo-Import
Movements and D3-6-7, Rail Cargo — In-Transit
Movements.

Changes to Cargo, Supplementary and Empty
Containers Reports

61. Additional information required by the CBSA for risk
assessment purposes while a container is on a “Do not
load’” or on a “Hold’” status will require the carrier to make
changes/corrections. The carrier and/or freight forwarder is
obligated to transmit a change as soon as the shipper advises
them that the information they originally transmitted is not
accurate or complete (e.g.: the piece count is different than
actually indicated on the report(s)).

62. Prior to loading, electronic changes/corrections will
restart the 24-hour clock. The CBSA will then have an

extra 24 hours to review the new information. After
departure, electronic changes/corrections to cargo reports
will be accepted up to the point of release or cargo acquittal.
After release/acquittal on cargo reports only, changes must
be presented on a paper A6A — cargo declaration to the local
CBSA office. A file must be maintained by the client for
post verification purposes.

Reporting Requirements for Multiple Canadian
Ports of Call

63. The marine carrier must transmit all cargo reports
electronically in accordance with the ACI timeframes at the
FPOA. The individual cargo reports will reflect the
appropriate Canadian port of discharge.

Diversions

64. If while the vessel is at sea the carrier finds out that
some but not all of the containers on a cargo report are
being diverted to another location once arriving in Canada
the following procedures must be followed to ensure that
the diversion is properly reported to the CBSA:

(a) A change to the original cargo report must be
transmitted, removing the diverted container(s) and
changing the weight, number of units and any other
applicable data elements; and

(b) A new cargo report must be transmitted with a new
CCN to report the containers that have been removed
from the original CCN. A notation must be made in the
special remarks field showing the original CCN and
indicating that the shipment is a diversion.
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Paper Reporting for Cargo With ACI Exemptions

65. The following cargo is exempt from the ACI
requirements:

(a) Canadian and foreign military cargo when on a
military leased or owned vessel,

(b) Government cargo when on a government leased
or owned vessel;

(c) Fish reported on a fishing vessel;

(d) Canadian goods returned not discharged at foreign
port and returned to Canada; and

(e) Commercial goods transported on ferries

66. All of the above exemptions, with the exception of fish
reported on a fishing vessel, must be reported on a
paper ABA.

67. Cargo that is to be discharged in Canada must be
reported, at the arrival of the vessel, to the local CBSA
office by presentation of a completed AGA cargo report.

68. When copies of bills of lading are filed, a summary list
of bill of lading numbers must be attached to the inward
cargo report, and must include a list of all the marks and
numbers of cargo containers on board.

69. When one bill of lading covers more than one container
load, the number of pieces in each container and the total
number of pieces in all containers must be shown on the bill
of lading.

70. Under local arrangements, non-duplicating numbers
assigned by agents or dock operators may be accepted as
CBSA inward report numbers. When a carrier maintains a
computerized cargo system and its reports are numbered
within the system, the numbers assigned by the carrier will
be accepted as CBSA inward report numbers. In all other
cases, CBSA will assign the inward report number from a
local series beginning at number one (1) on April 1st each
year.

71. The complete cargo control number for any shipment
will consist of the carrier code, inward report number, a
hyphen and the bill of lading number, e.g., 9386 1234-L.12.
For bulk cargo not carried under bills of lading, the
complete cargo control number will consist of the carrier
code followed by the inward report number,

e.g., 9386 1234.

Overland Movements

72. Marine carriers or agents wishing to forward freight in
bond from a Canadian seaport(s) overland to a Canadian
destination(s) for clearance or exportation without re-
manifesting to a forwarding rail or highway carrier must
apply to use the overland movement procedure. The marine
carrier/agent must apply by submitting a completed

form E370, Application to Transact Bonded Carrier and
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Forwarding Operations, in duplicate, together with security
in the amount of $25 000, to the following address:

Carrier and Cargo Programs
Commercial Border Policy Division
Admissibility Branch

Canada Border Services Agency
150 Isabella St, 4th Floor

Ottawa ON K1A0L8

Facsimile: 613-957-9717

Note: The application must be completed as outlined in
the D3-1-1.

73. The application must include a list of the intended
seaports of discharge and the CBSA offices of destination
and exportation to which the cargo will be forwarded. For
shipments intended for clearance in Canada, only those
CBSA offices at which the marine carrier/agent has an
agent to arrange for the distribution of the advice notes and
cargo can be included in the list of CBSA offices of
destination. The application must also indicate the name and
address of each sufferance warehouse to which the goods
are to be delivered at each CBSA office of destination. The
sufferance warehouses must be approved for receiving
marine cargo documented under the overland movement
procedure.

74. The overland movement procedure applies to all cargo
intended for clearance in Canada. For goods intended for
exportation to the U.S.A. the procedure may only be applied
to containers that have the seals still intact. For more
information on cargo for exportation, please refer to D3-1-8,
Cargo — Export Movements.

75. All sets of the cargo reports must be arranged by
approved destination points, including that portion intended
for clearance or re-manifesting at the seaport of discharge.

76. Ininitiating the onward movement of the cargo to
designated inland destinations, it will be the responsibility
of the marine carrier/agent to indicate on the bill of lading
to the onward carrier that: “This cargo is in bond and
carried under form A6A number . . . .. DO NOT
MANIFEST”. This will be an indication to the onward
carrier that although the cargo is being carried as a domestic
shipment in his system, the freight must be delivered to the
sufferance warehouse at destination and held until CBSA
authorizes its release.

77. Only once the shipment is released by the CBSA will
the Customs Delivery Authority copy be returned to the
warehouse operator as authorization to allow delivery of the
shipment.

78. Diversion Notice procedures cannot be applied when a
shipment has been reported under the overland movement
procedure. If, after arrival at the CBSA office of destination
as shown on form A6, a shipment is to be re-routed, the
bonded marine carrier/agent must arrange with the
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forwarding rail or highway carrier to prepare a re-
manifested A6 to cover the onward movement.

79. If the re-routing occurs at the seaport of discharge or a
point en route to the destination port, and subsequent to
CBSA processing of the A6 inward report, the forwarding
carrier must present a re-manifested A6 at the seaport of
discharge.

80. In such cases, the marine carrier/agent must ensure that
the forwarding carrier annotates the re-manifested
movement in the Description and Marks field on the re-
manifested A6, to show that the shipment has been covered
by an overland cargo control document and to indicate the
original designated CBSA office of destination. It will be
the responsibility of the marine carrier/agent to present a
photocopy of the station copy of the re-manifested A6 to the
CBSA at the seaport of discharge for validation by the
CBSA. The properly annotated and validated photocopy
will be sent by the seaport of discharge CBSA office to the
originally designated receiving CBSA office. The validated
photocopy of the station copy of the re-manifested A6 will
be used by the CBSA for acquittal of the form A6.

81. When the specified merchandise must be cleared within
Canada, the carrier, marine agent or his representative must
advise each consignee of the arrival of the shipment at the
moment of clearance by forwarding to them copies of the
consignment and notifications to the long room regarding
the clearance granted by customs. The consignee must then
present these documents to the CBSA with the proper
release documentation. It is the responsibility of the carrier
or the agent to make certain that the notifications presented
at the inward destination have the same cargo control
numbers (carrier code, cargo control number and the
consignment information) indicated on the initial
declaration of freight presented at the seaport at the moment
of offload in Canada.

82. All tracing of outstanding marine cargo control
shipments will be directed by the CBSA to the marine
carrier responsible for the overland movement.

Coasting Licences

83. For information on coasting licenses, please refer to
D3-5-7, Temporary Importation of Vessels.

Delivery Requirements and Transfers to
Sufferance Warehouses

84. Cargo arriving by marine vessel under a marine cargo
control document must be reported to a type AM or AW
sufferance warehouse at the port of discharge. For more
information on sufferance warehouses, please refer to
D4-1-4, Customs Sufferance Warehouses.

85. Cargo may only be transferred from the type AM or
AW sufferance warehouse to another sufferance warehouse
within the same CBSA office after presentation of an
acceptable secondary cargo control document (re-manifest,
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house bill, or a marine bill of lading under the overland
movement procedure), providing the warehouse is licensed
to receive the freight. The party carrying the transfer from
one sufferance warehouse to another must be bonded or
other security considerations may be prescribed.

86. Single or consolidated shipments may be transferred to
the freight forwarder’s sufferance warehouse (or agent
thereof) for clearance, break bulk or furtherance after
presentation of a secondary cargo control document(s)
(house bill(s)) providing the warehouse is licensed to
receive the freight. In order to transport non-acquitted
goods, the freight forwarder must be bonded. For more
information, please refer to D3-3-1, Forwarded and
Consolidated Cargo — Import Movements.

87. Intact cargo arriving in highway or rail service for
export in bond under a marine cargo control document may
be delivered directly to the designated seaport. For more
information, please refer to D3-1-8, Cargo — Export
Movements.

88. Shipments reported under the marine overland
movement procedure may be delivered to another
sufferance warehouse providing the follow two conditions
are met:

(a) the warehouse has been approved as a designated
release point under the marine carrier’s overland
movement authority; and

(b) the warehouse is licensed to receive the freight.

89. Consolidated shipments consigned to a bonded freight
forwarder may be transferred from a designated overland
movement release point to the freight forwarder’s
sufferance warehouse (or agent thereof) after presentation of
secondary cargo control documents (house bills) providing
the warehouse is licensed to receive the freight.

Canadian Goods Returned

90. Goods loaded in Canada onto a vessel that are not
discharged in a foreign port and then return to Canada on
the same vessel for discharge in Canada, do not have to be
reported in accordance with the ACI reporting requirements
and procedures outlined in this memorandum.
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91. Canadian goods returned are to be reported on a
paper ABA and the fact that they are Canadian goods
returned must be noted on the ABA in field number 10.

92. If there is no other type of cargo on board than
Canadian goods returned, please follow procedures as
outlined in the D3-5-1, Vessels in International Service for
the reporting of the vessel.

93. If in addition to Canadian goods returned, there are
foreign loaded goods on board the vessel, ACI cargo reports
must be transmitted for the foreign goods only.

94. The paper A6A for the Canadian goods returned must
reference the ACI conveyance reference number, if
applicable.

Penalty Information

95. For information on administrative penalties, please
refer to Memorandum D22-1-1, Administrative Monetary
Penalty System (AMPS). More information on AMPS is also
available at: www.cbsa.gc.ca.

96. Other administrative sanctions, such as the revocation
of program privileges and penalties of other government
departments, may also be applicable.

97. In some situations, failure to comply with the CBSA
requirements outlined in the Customs Act may result in the
seizure and forfeiture of the goods and/or conveyance, and
criminal charges may be applicable.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
98. Please direct all correspondence to:

Carrier and Cargo Programs
Commercial Border Policy Division
Admissibility Branch

Canada Border Services Agency
150 Isabella St., 4th floor

Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0L8

Facsimile: 613-957-9717
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APPENDIX A
PAPER CARGO CONTROL DOCUMENT SPECIFICATIONS (A6A)

1. Privately printed cargo control documents must adhere to the format and specification instructions provided below. No
deviation from the established format, as set out in the samples provided in this Appendix, will be permitted. Minor deviations,
however, may be permitted in the field specifications, provided they do not impede the expeditious processing of the document
by the CBSA.

2. Departmental approval is not required for the private printing of cargo control documents. However, a cargo control
document that has been privately printed in a fashion which impedes its expeditious processing by the CBSA will be rejected
by the CBSA for reporting purposes. In such instances, the carrier will have to reprint the cargo control document so that it
meets CBSA requirements.

3. The CBSA continually assesses forms and procedures with a view to instituting improvements. It is recommended,
therefore, that carriers limit the printing of their cargo control documents to a supply sufficient to cover a period no longer than
twelve months. This would preclude having surplus stock on hand in the event of revisions to the form.

4. The CBSA will assist carriers in ensuring that their privately printed cargo control documents meet CBSA requirements.
5. Goods must be reported to CBSA on one of the following forms:

(a) an advice note aligned to the Economic Council of Europe (E.C.E.) layout (1.C.S. Bill of Lading format) with the
inclusion of the carrier code, cargo control number and Entry/Acquittal Number fields in the upper and lower right corners
of the document as per sample (1);

(b) an advice note aligned to sample (2);
(c) aFreight/Cargo Manifest, form AB6A, sample (3).

6. When the advice note is utilized as the support documentation to the General Declaration, form A6, inward report, the
document set must provide for five customs copies to be placed in the following sequence:

1. Station Copy

2. Station Copy

3. Station Copy

4. Long Room Copy

5. Customs Delivery Authority Copy

7. When the advice note is utilized only for distribution to the importer/broker for presentation to CBSA for release, the
document set must include two customs copies: Long Room and Customs Delivery Authority.

8. All customs copies of the cargo control document are to be white in colour.
9. The copy designators as listed below are to be printed in the lower left corner of the customs copies:

1. Station Copy

2. Station Copy

3. Station Copy

4. To be delivered by consignee to CBSA Long Room Copy

5. To be delivered by consignee to CBSA Customs Delivery Authority Copy

10. The designation for the releasing Border Services Officer’s signature, as worded below, is to be printed on the face of the
Customs Delivery Authority copy in the lower right corner:

The shipment described herein is now released to the warehouse operator.

Border Services Officer

11. Locations noted “Free Area” on the attached samples are for the carrier’s use, i.e., rates and charges.
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12. Provision must be made for Container Number and Vessel (shipped per) fields.

13. The document size of the cargo control document differs by the format used. The ICS Bill of Lading format must be
between 17 and 19.5 cm wide and no more than 28 cm in length. The width excludes a maximum allowance of 2.5 cm for side
margin tear offs and continuous feed pinholes. The advice note format aligned to sample (2) must be between 17 and 19.5 cm
wide and between 14 and 28 cm in length. The width excludes a maximum allowance of 2.5 cm for side margin tear offs and
continuous feed pinholes.

14. The field sizes for the additional information to be shown on the ICS Bill of Lading format are as follows:

FIELD IDENTIFIER / IDENTIFICATEUR DE ZONE
WIDTH / LARGEUR / DEPTH / HAUTEUR

Acquittal Number / No de I’acquittement
36/10 Standard / Norme

30/10 Minimum

6/6 Standard / Norme

Carrier Code / Code du transporteur 8/10 Standard / Norme 4/6 Standard / Norme
3/6 Minimum

Cargo Control Number / No de contrdle du fret
28/10 Standard / Norme

22/10 Minimum

4/6 Standard / Norme

3/6 Minimum

Copy Designator / Désignation de I’exemple
to document width / a la largeur du document
4/6 Standard / Norme

3/6 Minimum

15. The field sizes for the advice note format aligned to sample (2) are as follows:

FIELD IDENTIFIER / IDENTIFICATEUR DE ZONE

WIDTH / LARGEUR DEPTH / HAUTEUR

Company logo, name and address / Symbole de la société, nom et adresse
53/10 Standard / Norme

43/10 Minimum

6/6 Standard / Norme

4/6 Minimum

Acquittal No. / No de I’acquittement 30/10 Standard / Norme 6/6 Standard / Norme
4/6 Minimum

Manifested from / Manifesté de 25/10 Standard / Norme

20/10 Minimum

2/6 Standard / Norme

To / A 25/10 Standard / Norme

20/10 Minimum

2/6 Standard / Norme

Consignee name and address / Nom et adresse du destinaire

51/10 Standard / Norme

41/10 Minimum

4/6 Standard / Norme
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FIELD IDENTIFIER / IDENTIFICATEUR DE ZONE
WIDTH / LARGEUR DEPTH / HAUTEUR

Carrier code / Code du transporteur 8/10 Standard / Norme 4/6 Standard / Norme
Cargo control number / No de contréle du fret

22/10 Standard / Norme 4/6 Standard / Norme

Shipper name and address / Nom et adresse de I’expéditeur
51/10 Standard / Norme

41/10 Minimum

4/6 Standard / Norme

Foreign point of lading / Bureau de chargement étranger
30/10 Standard / Norme 2/6 Standard / Norme

Location of goods / Emplacement des marchandises
30/10 Standard / Norme 2/6 Standard / Norme

No. of packages / Nbre de colis 7/10 Standard / Norme
5/10 Minimum

9/6 Standard / Norme

Description and marks / Désignation et marques

33/10 Standard / Norme 9/6 Standard / Norme

Weight / Poids 9/10 Standard / Norme

6/10 Minimum

9/6 Standard / Norme

Copy designator / Désignation de I’exemple

81/10 Standard / Norme

71/10 Minimum

4/6 Standard / Norme

3/6 Minimum

Memorandum D3-5-2
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ACI DATA REQUIREMENTS

PRIME CARGO DATA REQUIREMENTS (S083)

DATA REQUIRED DEFINITION CONDITION

Application Type Code Numeric code to identify a cargo declaration as being an import, in- M
transit or freight remaining on board (FROB)

REFERENCE IDENTIFICATION

Carrier Code (Part 1 of 2, CCN) Assigned to carrier by Canada Customs M

Bill of Lading Number (Part 2 of 2, |Non-duplicating (3 years) number assigned by carriers to uniquely M

CCN) identify a bill of lading

\essel Carrier Code and Report Vessel carrier's carrier code and report number on A6 M

Number

Supplementary Data Required Yes or No indicator on whether or not supplementary cargo M

Indicator information will be transmitted

VESSEL IDENTIFICATION

Vessel Name The name of the vessel as documented in Lloyd's Register of Ships. M

VVoyage Number Identifying designator for the particular voyage on which the cargo M
travels

VESSEL SCHEDULE

Current Port of Loading Using the UN/LOCODE this element will reflect the current port at M
which cargo is being loaded

Port of Arrival The Canadian port of discharge for import and in-transit. First M
Canadian port of arrival for FROB.

DATE and TIME REFERENCE

Date and Time Estimated date and time of loading. If supplementary data will be sent C
(M). If containerized goods or unauthorized break-bulk loaded in a
country other than the United States (M).

TRADE CHAIN PARTNERS

Entity Identifier Code Two alpha code to identify the trade partner described. l.e. SH - M
shipper, CN - Consignee, NP - Notify Party, AE - Delivery Address

Name - Shipper Free-form name M

Name - Consignee Free-form name M

Name - Notify Party Free-form name )

Name - Delivery Address Free-form name C

TRADE CHAIN PARTNERS

Name - Contact Person Free-form name C

Name - Contact Person Free-form name )

TRADE CHAIN PARTNERS

Address Information 1 To specify the location of the above named party. M

Address Information 2 (Phone The phone number of the party. C

number)

TRADE CHAIN PARTNERS

City Name Free form text for city name. M

State or Province Code 2 alpha code for province/state identification. C

Postal Code (Zip Code) The approved postal or zip code associated to the address. If Country C
is Canada or the US (M).

Country Code The 2 or 3 alpha-numeric ISO approved identifier for the country. M

PORT OR TERMINAL

Port or Terminal Function Code Code defining function performed at the port or terminal with respect M

to a shipment. l.e.: Customs Office of Manifest Origin. This is a
numeric code l.e., 0395 for Montreal.
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Place of Receipt Free-form name M

Customs Office of Manifest Origin  |Canada Customs office code where the cargo will be reported upon C
the arrival of the goods (M). Do not report when FROB.

Customs Office of Manifest Canada Customs office code where the cargo will be destined upon C

Destination the arrival of the goods (M). Do not report when FROB.

Place of Delivery Free-form name M

Sub-location Code for Office of Canada Customs sub-location code @]

Manifest Origin

Sub-location Code for Office of Canada Customs sub-location code @]

Manifest Destination

Port Name Free-form name, (M) for Place of Receipt and Place of Delivery. C

Country Code Code identifying the country, (M) for Place of Receipt and Place of C
Delivery.

Terminal Name Free-form name, (M) for Customs Office of Manifest Origin C

Pier Number Free-form name. 0

CONTAINER DETAILS

Type of Service Code Type of service being provided I.e.: BB - Breakbulk, PP - Pier to Pier. M

Equipment Type Code Code identifying the equipment type, ie. 20L - 20 foot loaded. M

EQUIPMENT (CONTAINER)

DESCRIPTION

Equipment Initial Prefix or alphabetic part of an equipment unit's identifying number M

Equipment Number Sequencing or serial part of an equipment unit's identifying number M

Load/Empty Status Code Code which specifies the loaded condition of transportation M
equipment

SEAL NUMBERS

Seal Number Unique number on seal affixed on a door lock of a container 0

QUANTITY and WEIGHT per LINE

ITEM

Line Item Number M

Weight Numeric value of weight M

Weight Qualifier Code Code defining the type of weight l.e.: G - Gross Weight. M

Volume Value of volumetric measure 0

\Volume Qualifier Code Code identifying the volume unit l.e: N - Cubic Inches. 0

Quantity - Loaded Number of units (pieces) of the loading commodity M

Quantity Unit of Measure Code Code for packaging form of the loading quantity M

Weight Unit Code Code specifying the weight unit l.e.; E - Metric Ton M

DESCRIPTION, MARKS and

NUMBERS

Line Item Number M

Description Description of item being loaded must be clear and concise M

Commodity Code H. S. code 0

Marks and Numbers Marks and numbers used to identify a shipment or parts of a shipment. C
If hazardous goods (M), use UN Dangerous Goods Code.

REMARKS

Free Form Message To transmit information in a free-form format for comment or special @]
instructions.

Free Form Message 0

M = Mandatory
C = Conditional

O = Optional
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SUPPLEMENTARY CARGO ACI DATA REQUIREMENTS (S0687)

DATA REQUIRED DEFINITION CONDITION

Application Type Code Numeric code to identify a cargo declaration as being an import, in- M
transit or freight remaining on board (FROB)

REFERENCE IDENTIFICATION

Carrier Code (Part 1 of 2, CCN) Assigned to carrier by Canada Customs M

Bill of Lading Number (Part 2 of 2, |Non-duplicating (3 years) number assigned by carriers to uniquely M

CCN) identify a bill of lading

Carrier Code and Supplementary The carrier code and supplementary reference number of the freight M

Reference Number forwarder or marine carrier transmitting this report

Unique Consignment Reference Provided by the exporter 0]

Number

TRADE CHAIN PARTNERS

Entity Identifier Code Two alpha code to identify the trade partner described. l.e. SH - M
shipper, CN - Consignee, NP - Notify Party, AE - Delivery Address

Name - Shipper Free-form name M

Name - Consignee Free-form name M

Name - Notify Party Free-form name 0

Name - Delivery Address Free-form name C

TRADE CHAIN PARTNERS

Name - Contact Person Free-form name C

Name - Contact Person Free-form name O

TRADE CHAIN PARTNERS

Address Information 1 To specify the location of the above named party. M

Address Information 2 (Phone The phone number of the party. C

number)

TRADE CHAIN PARTNERS

City Name Free form text for city name. M

State or Province Code 2 alpha code for province/state identification. C

Postal Code (Zip Code) The approved postal or zip code associated to the address. If Country C
is Canada or the US (M).

Country Code The 2 or 3 alpha-numeric ISO approved identifier for the country. M

PORT OR TERMINAL

Port or Terminal Function Code Code defining function performed at the port or terminal with respect M
to a shipment. l.e.: Customs Office of Manifest Origin

Place of Delivery Free-form name M

Port Name Free-form name, (M) for Place of Delivery. M

Country Code Code identifying the country, (M) for Place of Delivery. M

EQUIPMENT (CONTAINER)

DESCRIPTION

Equipment Initial Prefix or alphabetic part of an equipment unit's identifying number M

Equipment Number Sequencing or serial part of an equipment unit's identifying number M

Load/Empty Status Code Code which specifies the loaded condition of transportation equipment M

QUANTITY and WEIGHT per LINE

ITEM

Line Item Number M

Weight Numeric value of weight M

Weight Qualifier Code Code defining the type of weight l.e.: G - Gross Weight. M

\olume Value of volumetric measure )

\Volume Qualifier Code Code identifying the volume unit l.e: N - Cubic Inches. 0

Quantity - Loaded Number of units (pieces) of the loading commaodity M

Quantity Unit of Measure Code Code for packaging form of the loading quantity M
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Weight Unit Code Code specifying the weight unit l.e.: E - Metric Ton M

DESCRIPTION, MARKS and

NUMBERS

Line Item Number M

Description Description of item being loaded must be clear and concise M

Commodity Code H. S. code 0

Marks and Numbers Marks and numbers used to identify a shipment or parts of a shipment. C
If hazardous goods (M), use UN Dangerous Goods Code.

REMARKS

Free Form Message To transmit information in a free-form format for comment or special @)
instructions.

Free Form Message O

M = Mandatory

C = Conditional For the complete list of data element requirements, please refer to the
ACI EDI Marine Cargo/Conveyance

O = Optional Reporting Client Document.

EMPTY CONTAINER ACI DATA REQUIREMENTS (SO695)

DATA REQUIRED DEFINITION CONDITION

Application Type Code Numeric code to identify a cargo declaration as being an import or M
freight remaining on board (FROB)

REFERENCE IDENTIFICATION

Carrier Code (Part 1 of 2, CCN) Assigned to carrier by Canada Customs M

Bill of Lading Number (Part 2 of 2, |Non-duplicating (3 years) number assigned by carriers to uniquely M

CCN) identify a bill of lading

Vessel Carrier Code and Report Vessel carrier's carrier code and report number on A6 M

Number

Unique Consignment Reference Provided by the exporter o]

Number

VESSEL IDENTIFICATION

Vessel Name The name of the vessel as documented in the Lloyd's Maritime M
Directory

\Voyage Number Identifying designator for the particular voyage on which the cargo M
travels

VESSEL SCHEDULE

Current Port of Loading Using the UN/LOCODE this element will reflect the current port at M
which cargo is being loaded

Port of Arrival The Canadian port of discharge for import and in-transit. First M
Canadian port of arrival for FROB

TRADE CHAIN PARTNERS

Entity Identifier Code Two alpha code to identify the trade partner described. l.e. SH - 0
shipper, CN - Consignee, NP - Notify Party, AE - Delivery Address

Name - Shipper Free-form name 0

Name - Consignee Free-form name 0

Name - Notify Party Free-form name 0

Name - Delivery Address Free-form name 0

TRADE CHAIN PARTNERS

Name - Contact Person Free-form name O

Name - Contact Person Free-form name O

TRADE CHAIN PARTNERS

Address Information 1 To specify the location of the above named party 0
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Address Information 2 (Phone The phone number of the party 0]

number)

TRADE CHAIN PARTNERS

City Name Free form text for city name 0

State or Province Code 2 alpha code for province/state identification 0

Postal Code (Zip Code) The approved postal or zip code associated to the address 0

Country Code The 2 or 3 alpha-numeric ISO approved identifier for the country 0O

PORT OR TERMINAL

Port or Terminal Function Code Code defining function performed at the port or terminal with respect M
to a shipment. l.e.: Customs Office of Manifest Origin

Place of Receipt Free-form name M

Customs Office of Manifest Origin  |Canada Customs office code where the cargo will be reported upon the C
arrival of the goods (M). Do not report when FROB.

Customs Office of Manifest Canada Customs office code where the cargo will be destined upon the C

Destination arrival of the goods (M). Do not report when FROB.

Place of Delivery Free-form name M

Sub-location Code for Office of Canada Customs sub-location code @]

Manifest Origin

Sub-location Code for Office of Canada Customs sub-location code O

Manifest Destination

Port Name Free-form name, (M) for Place of Receipt and Place of Delivery C

Country Code Code identifying the country, (M) for Place of Receipt and Place of C
Delivery

Terminal Name Free-form name, (M) for Customs Office of Manifest Origin C

Pier Number Free-form name )

CONTAINER DETAILS

Type of Service Code Type of service being provided l.e.: BB - Breakbulk, PP - Pier to Pier M

Equipment Type Code Code identifying the equipment type, l.e.: 20L - 20 foot loaded M

EQUIPMENT (CONTAINER)

DESCRIPTION

Equipment Initial Prefix or alphabetic part of an equipment unit's identifying number M

Equipment Number Sequencing or serial part of an equipment unit's identifying number M

Load/Empty Status Code Code which specifies the loaded condition of transportation M
equipment. Should be E - Empty

REMARKS

Free Form Message To transmit information in a free-form format for comment or special 0o
instructions

Free Form Message O

M = Mandatory
C = Conditional

O = Optional
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REFERENCES

ISSUING OFFICE -

Commercial Border Policy Division
Carrier and Cargo Programs

HEADQUARTERS FILE -
7725-0

LEGISLATIVE REFERENCES -

Customs Act, Reporting of Imported Goods Regulations,
Reporting of Exported Goods Regulations, Transportation of
Goods Regulations, Health of Animals Act, Health of Animals
Regulations, CFIA International Waste Policy, Plant Protection
Act, Plant Protection Regulations, CFIA Directive D-98-08,
Statistics Act

OTHER REFERENCES -

D1-2-1, D1-7-1, D3-1-1, D3-1-8, D3-5-1, D3-5-7, D4-1-4,
D17-1-5, D22-1-1, Advanced Commercial Information
(ACI) Marine Client Document.

SUPERSEDED MEMORANDA “D” -
D3-5-2, August 17, 1990

Services provided by the Canada Border Services Agency are
available in both official languages.

®

Printed in Canada
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